Look What God Has Done in
Los Botados!

In January 2009 four High Point Church
(HPC) members traveled to Los Botados,
Dominican Republic to learn about all that
God has been doing since the HPC's
“Dominican Republic Partnership” began
back in 2000. Participating in the 10-year
assessment trip were Vonda Shaw, Carol
Boe, Jenny Boese and Rick Zynda.

Accompanying them was Ryan Brown,
Teams Ministry
Coordinator with

Food for the Hungry
(FH) in Phoenix.

The DR Partnership
iS now entering into
the final stage of this
ministry, as FH
typically works in a
community 10-15 |
years so as not to
create  dependence
on outside resources
or people. This year's

L to R: Jenny Boese, HPC sponsord missionaryw

HPC could hear their first-hand account of
transformation in Los Botados. After a week
of amazing stories and examples of
transformation, the phrase for this trip

was, “Wow, look what God has
Los Botados!”
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The DR Partnership cannot put all the stories
into this newsletter but wanted to provide a
glimpse into God's glory revealed in Los
Botados. You'll find articles below about each
of the meetings Team 2009 had with the
following groups: Food for the Hungry staff,
community leaders, church leaders, youth
leaders, families, sponsored children,
previously sponsored children and the Mayor

of Los Botados. Please also plan to attend
our October 18th event at High Point Church
from 12:00pm-1:30pm as we strive to “finish
well” in this final stages of the DR
Partnership. (details in article on last page)

Please read on....
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This quote is what Luis Sena feels has been
the heart of the DR Partnership since the
beginning. As HPC team members listened to
Luis talk about the transformations he and the
FH staff have seen in Los Botados, team
members could not help but say “wow.”

These are a few of the transformations Luis
told the team about:

1. Bible classes for children and the
youth (8 classes per month in 3
schools)

2. Christian youth teaching Bible classes
to children

3. 90% of kids who are sponsored in Los
Botados advanced to next grade
(much higher than in non-FH
sponsored communities)

4. School facility expanded (320 kids
now)
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5. School facility expanded to include
kitchen (which feeds these 320

children each day)

450 families with latrines

300 families with potable waters (via

water wells)

8. Families gave money and land to
build school, community center and
water wells.
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During this meeting, Team 2009 members
were able to see the amazing level of
engagement and commitment by the leaders
of Los Botados in advancing the welfare of
their community. The highlight of the meeting

included two hand-made maps the
community leaders created to show Team
2009 how much Los Botados had grown from
1998 to 2009. See picture below.



One of the community leaders, Justo,
provided dozens of examples of how the
leaders and families have worked together
over the vyears to help the community.
Examples such as coming together to
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purchase land to then give back to the
community so water wells and the community
center could be built; purchasing chairs for
the community center; providing specialized
attention in school for children with special
needs; helping with various construction
projects (water wells, school building,
community center) and so much more!

One great example of cooperation and
transformation is the community’'s use of
“health promoters.” These are individuals in
the community who have been trained to help
other members of the community with
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common illnesses. Over the years these
health promoters, typically the women of the
community, have led to significant decreases
in dehydration and diarrhea. Both were
common in the early years, even to the point
of death, but are rare today. The community
leaders realized how valuable the health
promoters could be and banded together with
FH to make this happen.
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Team 2009 had an opportunity to meet
personally with Mayor Santos and then tour
several construction projects going on in Los
Botados. Meeting with Mayor Santos was
truly a "wow” moment for the team. From
Mayor Santos taking team members to the

almost-completed technology center...yes, a

evident that this Mayor is an ardent supporter



of seeing his community advance in
significant ways.

Mayor Santos provided Team 2009 with
information about the new Technology
Center, which includes multiple computers

Los Botados Mayor Ramon Santos, far left, talks with
DR Partnership Team Leader Vonda Shaw and Food for
the Hungry staff Martires Olivero and Arismendi.

and access to the Internet. He explained
there have been six graduations so far from
the computer classes offered. That's a total of
694 people who have this new skill set
Many of the sponsored kids have been
among those who've graduated.
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Evidence of Transformation

The technology center has also been a joint
effort: land from the community, government
funding and phone company assistance. The
Mayor indicates this has really helped the
community learn useful things, which also
transforms community members and keeps
them from doing other, more violent things.

Mayor Ramon has also made his staff go
through the computer training. He estimates
that 25% of the population knows how to use
the computer (Microsoft Office and Internet).
While computer classes are held in the
afternoon, the computers are free for the

community to use all morning. This means
that students can now use the computers to
register for university classes rather than
have to travel to Santo Domingo to do so
(costly and dangerous).

There has also been construction of a new
Medical Clinic ! It will have some 15 rooms
and the desire is to staff it with medical
professionals from Los Botados. Not only
would that mean access to health care for the
community but family-sustaining jobs!

What has driven Mayor Santos? He says Los
Botados has 15-17,000 people and most are
under 29 years old. This makes him think he
needs to change how things have been done
and shows him why education is so
important.

The almost completed technology center with a huge cellular
antenna.



A few of the other advancements Mayor
Santos has propelled? Starting an office in
Los Botados to help mothers get birth
certificates for their children. Birth certificates
mean access to school, and, this is the only
office of its type in the country. The Mayor
has also put Los Botados on the Internet!
They are the only municipality to have a
website. They have become a model for other
communities.

Left photo: inside the technology center.
Right: Construction continues on a new medical clinic

How can you pray for the Mayor? He asks:

For wisdom for the community to
continue working together,

For the well-being of his staff;

And for families to grow together
forward and cease using violence.
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Team 2009 had the opportunity to meet with
leaders of the local evangelical church, La
Senda, with which the DR Partnership has
worked alongside for 10 years. The Team is
happy to report that reconciliation has been
happening between several segments of the
church. The meeting was full of life, grace
and love for Los Botados. The church

leaders were on fire for ways they could
impact the community. Take a look at
what they had to say...

One example was from the Pastor's wife,
Josie, who spoke of an outreach the women
of the church were developing. They want to
teach every woman how to garden and how



to bake so they can have food. The project
would be run by the women of the church
who would provide seeds and training. The
Ministry of Agriculture is already helping them
develop this for the community, and, it is a
wonderful example of meeting both physical
and spiritual needs.
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During the meeting, Pastor De Leon
explained how he came to Los Botados. He
said he met a group of Americans working in
a neighboring community and he saw a Bible
and thought “maybe they are for my people.”
He decided to move his church to Los
Botados and began working with Food for the
Hungry in 1998, right after Hurricane George
struck the Dominican Republic.
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Pastor De Leon, left, and Frank, a leader of La Senda.

Donation Helps Train Region’s Pastors

The DR Partnership has been able to assist
Pastor De Leon and pastors across the
Dominican Republic in pastoral training due
to significant funds donated by a supporter of
the DR Partnership. This has allowed local
pastors to meet one another and find ways to
better minister to their flocks. In fact, Pastor
DelLeon is now the director of all the pastors

in his denomination who are in the province
of Monta Plata, Dominican Republic.
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Another leader of the church, Frank, provides
an example of how he learned a trade
through the work being done in Los Botados.
He explained to the team that a teacher came
to the community to teach them how to make
things. The product Frank now makes,
yogurt, provides his family with a sustainable
wage.
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Another leader of the church said that before
the DR Partnership he used to see so much
more violence and arguing, but through the
church and the DR Partnership, he has seen
a lot of change. He said the church now sees
those outside the church as individuals they
need to reach, whereas before they may
have thought of them as being outsiders.
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La Senda Already
Vocational Training Center
In addition, the church has already created a
leadership team to begin preparing for what
will be the next construction project of the DR
Partnership—a Vocational Training Center
(VTO).

Preparing  For

The VTC is the most ambitious and
expensive of the construction projects to be
undertaken by the DR Partnership in Los
Botados, but the community leaders/church



leaders and Food for the Hungry believe this
is the priority need for the community’s future.
(Learn more about this project at the DR
Partnership’s October 18 event!).

The VTC is proposed to be built off of the
church, La Senda, and run by the church, but
it will be a community-wide center. The vision
is to have a physical location for people to
learn, all of which is then built on love,
solidarity, willingness and interest. The desire
is to teach usable skills but also the Bible and
literacy for adults. They want the VTC to be
transformational for the community.

Church Youth Are The Future

Team 2009 also met with leaders of the
church’s young adults. They told the Team
how the youth of the church are employing a
new ministry philosophy—the one they've
seen used by the DR Partnership! Edward,
the chair of the church’s young adult group,
explained. He said that when they see needs
in the community, the youth go to help with
the physical need and also share the Gospel.
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Edward, left, with other young adult leaders.

He provided an example of how the whole
church helps. He explained how they saw a
need to build a kitchen for a house in the
community. The youth asked the church for
financial assistance and members of the
church came up with 60% of the material cost
and the youth provided the rest. The young
adults asked members of the congregation to
help with the labor, too, and many did. This
also shows the members of the community
that the church is united.
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The church and its youth have learned FH's
“vision of community” is faith in action and
they are committed to it.

Food for the Hungry and the DR Partnership
work with three main groups in a community
to affect change: community leaders, families,
churches. Team 2009 was able to meet with
a variety of families in Los Botados.

In the meeting, Felix (photo, standing in
doorway of his store), a long-time leader of
Los Botados, told of how he moved to the
community in 1995 and remembers when
Food For The Hungry first started in 1998.



Felix remembers being one of the first men to
learn the construction trade from FH to help
build latrines. He’'s thankful because this was
a job skill he could then use.

He said the DR Partnership/FH has been a
great experience for Los Botados. The
community did not have water and they did
not have a school, but now they do. Felix
remembers early on that one of the Food for
the Hungry missionaries (Tom Jones) gave
him a Bible and Felix said he read it. Not only
did he accept Christ, but since then, so has
his whole family. Praise God!
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Local “Health Promoters” Tell Of Impact

Christina has worked with the DR Partnership
every year since 2000 and has two children
who've been sponsored by individuals
associated with the Partnership. She has
been a health promoter in Los Botados and
has helped train other health promoters.

“You got here just in time so we as a
community could come together,” she told
Team 2009 about the DR Partnership’s
beginning years in 2000.

At the beginning, health promoters found it
difficult to educate families. They saw a lot of
problems with the children. They saw lots of
parasites and malnutrition. Therefore, they
focused on training the mothers because they
believed, “where there is hygiene, there is
health.”

Since 2000, Christina has now gone on to
take nursing classes and hopes to finish her
education. She has been a leader in Los

Botados, a wonderful woman, a follower of
Jesus and friend of the DR Partnership.

Another health promoter told of how the first
aid kit and “Where There Is No Doctor” books
provided by the DR Partnership helped
motivate her to take nursing classes. She
also believes it was very helpful for
individuals to be trained and to give that
information to the community. She told of one
instance where she was able to help a
sponsored child who had a surgery by
cleaning the bandages and the incision.

Daughter Leads Mother To Christ

Bidalisia is a young girl who has been
sponsored through the DR Partnership and
who started attending “La Senda” church on
her own. She kept praying to God about her
Mom and kept asking her Mom to come to
church with her. Her mother was going to
another church, which she

thought was a good church. She finally
agreed to visit La Senda with her daughter.
She would later accept Christ because of it.
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Supporters of the Dominican Republic
Partnership have sponsored hundreds of
children in Los Botados. Many of those
children have grown up right before our eyes
and Team 2009 had an opportunity to talk
with a dozen of those children, now young
adults, about what sponsorship has mean to
them. Here is what they had to
say...amazing!

“FH has helped a lot and the program has
allowed us to grow together as youth. This
has helped us advance.”

“FH has helped me a lot to learn English in
the community and | have been able to
realize more potential.”

“l am very happy because your support and
encouragement to be a success in our lives. |
hope you don't leave too soon because we
like having you here. “
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“I want to thank the Program for helping me
learn English and for getting me involved in a
youth group so | can learn about God. Having
my sponsors say “God bless you” was
special.”
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“[You] have brought change for all of us.
When we were little, we would have the FH
child sponsor facilitator come to the house
and that made us so excited. Over the years

we would get the letters telling us to continue
studying and encouraging us and that
motivates us.”
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Team 2009 had an opportunity to meet with
several children who are currently sponsored
through FH and the DR Partnership. Here are
some of the thoughts they wanted to send to
their sponsors and DR supporters ...

“I am very happy there's someone thinking
and praying for me. Please pray for my father
who is sick.” David & Nancy Miller's
sponsored girl

“| am 10 years old and in the 6" grade. | like
science. Pray for my family to do well.” Steve
& Tammy Stump’s sponsored girl

“I remember seeing the teams over the years.
I remember my sponsors, Ray and Jane. |
have photos of them. | am very happy having
sponsors and am very happy when they send
me letters. | am happy you're sponsoring me
and | love you very much. Pray for health and
safety.” Santa, sponsored by Ray & Jane
Kent

“It's something beneficial and marvelous to
know someone far away is thinking about me.
I am concerned about my sponsors and think
of them.” Griselda, sponsored by Mark & Sue
Finley

Santa, sponsored by Ray & Jane Kent.
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Please keep the staff of Food for the Hungry in your prayers and thoughts, as they are God’s
hands and feet on the ground in the Dominican Republic.

Raquel, right, Food for the Hungry offices in Santo
Domingo

Luis (red hat), FH Child
Sponsor Coordinator in
Los Botados;
Arismendi, FH District
Director for area that
includes Los Botados

Martires Olivero, HPC sponsored
missionary in the Dominican
Republic

2 - ; ,
" 4 .
7" , 7"
1" 4 7
, 6 ,
A 7 7 6 6
, #

$ o %&" "7 %& "7 B B



1 # 0 by

The DR Partnership is now entering the final stage of this 10-year+ ministry, as Food for the
Hungry typically works in a community 10-15 years so as not to create dependence on outside
resources or people. The development goals of FH are to address health needs, help build needed
infrastructure and foster independent thinking and activity by a community on their own behalf and
share the Gospel. As you've seen in this newsletter, Los Botados has made amazing strides in all
of these areas. While it's sad to think this work is coming to a close, WE WILL CHOOSE NOT TO
VIEW IT THIS WAY! Rather, we choose to see it as God’s PROMISES coming to fulfillment for Los
Botados. While planning has already begun for our final time in Los Botados, there is still work to
be done!

Want to learn more about the 10-year assessment trip, what the DR Partnership’s last construction
project will be and how our final time in Los Botados will be spent? Then you won’t want to miss
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Special Prayer & Praise Event!

Dominican Republic Partnership easeloi
Sunday, October 18 ”
12:00p.m.-1:30 p.m.

High Point Church
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We hope all of the DR Partnership’s supporters and child sponsors will join together for this special
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Would you like to receive the Kingdom Builder Connection
newsletter or other DR Partnership updates by email? Please let us
-— know by emailing Jenny Boese at boesejj@aol.com. Thank you!
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